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REMARKS 

This application has been carefully reviewed in light of the Office Action mailed May 
6, 2005. Claims 1-31 are pending. Reconsideration and favorable action are requested. 

Section 112 Rejections 

Claims 1, 11, 20, 26, and 29 were rejected under 35 U.S.C.§ 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. In particular, the Office Action 
stated at page 2 that "the newly added claims language 'automatically placing the card in a 
reset mode in response to powering up the card' in Claims 1,11, 20, and 26, and the claim 
language 'transitioning into a power up status at a card comprising a processor and a memory 
accessible to the processor" in Claim 29, is not described in the specification. Applicant 
respectfully traverses. At page 11, lines 16-17, the specification states "the line card is 
automatically put into the reset state 202 in response to being powered up." FIGURE 3 also 
illustrates this. Thus, the claim language identified above as not being described in the 
specification is clearly described in the specification. Reconsideration and favorable action 
are requested. 

Section 103 Rejections 

Claims 1-31 were rejected as being unpatentable. The primary reference used in the 
rejections was U.S. Patent No. 6,035,346 to Chieng et al. ("Chieng"). Applicant respectfully 
traverses. Claim 1 is allowable at least because the cited references do not show the 
combination of "automatically placing the card in a reset mode in response to powering up of 
the card" and "in response to placing the card in a reset mode: communicating a signal . . . 
retrieving an executable file . . . and downloading the executable file to a memory . . . 
without requiring the use of boot code on the card." Rather, in Chieng, the host processor 
sends a command to the PCI device when the host processor desires to download substitute 
boot program instructions. Col. 3, lines 33-34. In this manner, Chieng can update boot 
programming on the PCI device when desired, but Chieng does not disclose the above- 
described limitations including automatically placing the card in reset mode and performing 
particular acts upon being powered-up. According to one embodiment, such acts allow for 
elimination of certain non-volatile memory from the associated card. 
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The Office Action does not allege that any of the references show this combination of 
limitations, but rather focuses on the following language, that is not recited by the claims: 
"automatically placing the card in a hold or wait (reset) in response to activation (selection) 
of a card in a network element." Not only does the Office Action not assert that the language 
in Claim 1 is met, but it appears to explicitly concede that Chieng is lacking the language in 
Claim 1 when it states at Page 3 that "one of ordinary skill would readily recognize that when 
the term activation ... is used in regards to a card [sic] does not necessarily mean that 
programming of the card is performed the first time of activation (powered up) . . . 

For at least the above reasons, Claim 1 is allowable, as are the claims depending 
therefrom. Claims 11, 20, and 26 are allowable for analogous reasons, as are the claims 
depending therefrom. Favorable action is requested. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner confirm consideration of the 
references cited in the Information Disclosure Statement dated July 30, 2004 by initialing the 
corresponding PTO Form 1449. Applicants have not previously received such confirmation. 
An additional copy of that PTO Form 1449 is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicant has now made an earnest attempt to place this case in condition for 
immediate allowance. For the foregoing reasons and for other apparent reasons, Applicant 
respectfully requests allowance of all pending claims. 

If the Examiner feels that prosecution of the present Application may be advanced in 
any way by a telephone conference, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned 
attorney at 214-953-6447. 

Applicant does not believe that any fees are due. However, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge these fees and any extra fee or credit any overpayments to 
Deposit Account No. 02-0384 of Baker Botts L.L.P. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BAKER BOTTS l.l.p. 





Correspondence Address: 
Customer Number: Of 
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